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Kanchi
Wedding

By C SESHACHALAM

ARRIAGE is a serious

holy sacrament of the i

deepest significance. The Hindu
sastraic pattern is designed to

impress on the minds of the |

contracting parties the essence
of the solemnity of lasting
bonds which merge two young
lives with the mighty forces
of mutual love, respect and
obligations. It is not merely a
social ‘get together’ of feasting
and entertainment centered
around a brief abridged cere-
mony, as is often to be witnes-
sed now-a-days !

When Jagadacharya Simha-
sanathipathy ~ Sriman U Ve
Prativadi Bhayankara Annan-
garachariar Swamy celebrates
the marriage of one of his
family members, distinguished
outstanding savant and ac-
knowledged doyen that he is,
it may well be expected to be
a riotable event of rare impres-
sive charm, packed with Vedic
chants, serious and weighty
with imposing traditional ob-
servances (see also  Free
India ”’, dated 19th Sept. 1965.)
On Nov. 7 last Sri Annangara-

X

Sow. Prema and Sri Varadarajan with Sri P, B. Annangara-

chariar.—Photos by C. Seshachalam.

chariar Swamy celebrated and

personally conducted the mar-
riage of his dauhitri (grand
gﬁughter) Chiranjeevi Sow-
agyavati Prema at his Kan-
cheepuram residence.

Much of the ritual and
‘paddhati’ of worship of Sri
Venkateswara at Tirumalai
was organised and laid down
by Acharya Sri Ramanuja. A
thousand years ago this moun-
tain shrine should have been a
fastness amidst dense jungle,
as inaccessible as it was inhos-
pitable, Sri Ramanuja was
blessed with grace and intui-
tion to. sense the divine pre-
sence. Great humanitarian

Vedic scholars who attended the wédding.

that he was, he nominated
“Anandam Pillai” of Tiru.
narayanapuram as his deputy.
This devoted bhakta was per-
sonally responsible for nume-
rous kainkaryams on Tirumalai
Hills including the tank named
after him which to this day is
an important source of water.
The bride’s father, Vidwan
Sampathkumaracharya is a
direct descendant of that same
“Tirumalai Anandam®. True
to his great and glorious past
he qualified as Master of Arts,
is an erudite scholar deeply
devoted to Sampradaya Gran-
thas in which he is very well
versed. He is silently dedi-
cating all his time and talent
to the great task of assisting in
the prodigious publishing work
of his father-in-law.

The bridegroom Sri Varada-
rajan. is of the Prativadi Bhay-
ankara family, one of whose
illustrious fore-bears *““Anna”
composed the immortal Sri
Venkateswara Suprabhatam, of
incomparably impressive gran-
deur, which for several un-
broken centuries is sung
sonorously by devotees every
day at the pre-dawn Brahma
Muhurtham during the opening
of the Golden Doors of the
sanctum of Tirumalai Srinivasa.

May He bless the couple
with happiness !
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